The status of telepsychiatry services in Canada: a national survey.
A survey of Canadian telepsychiatry programmes was undertaken to provide information for future health services. Fourteen programmes were identified. They used a variety of service models and administrative arrangements. The average number of clinical consultations per programme per year was 238, which corresponds to 107 psychiatric teleconsultations per million persons served by the programmes. The rate for children's telepsychiatry services was higher, at 194 per million. Comparison with some telepsychiatry programmes in the USA revealed similar patterns of activity. While the development of telepsychiatry services in Canada is promising, there is nevertheless concern regarding the viability and activity levels of these programmes over the long term. This survey demonstrates that programmes from across a large country can respond to a standardized questionnaire and provide comparable information.